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which is the ground of existence. He applies the principle
of non-contradiction to discover the nature of the whole,
finds that finite experiences and even God, self, and nature
are self-contradictory and are mere appearances of reality,
though there are different degrees of reality; he concludes
that the absolute is a single all-inclusive experience which
transcends all differences and embraces every discord in a
transmuted form. A more moderate form of absolutism
accepts the principle of immanence or identity in difference
and says that reality is a systematic whole consisting of
inter-related parts. Another form of absolutism interprets
unity in terms of a totality of wills. The pluralist distrusts
the monistic absolute as a colourless abstraction of thought
or a static whole that stifles moral and religious experience
and swallows up personality. He interprets reality as a
pluralistic universe consisting of a multiplicity of monads or
selves, each having its own exclusive existence. .The per-
sonaHst as an absolutist tries to compose the differences by
accepting idealistically the existence of the absolute as supra-
personal, but he denies the reality of external things. A
true synthetic philosophy has to explain the reality of the
system of nature as well as the society of selves and co-
ordinate the realms of logic and metaphysics on the one
hand, and ethics and religion on the other. It has to recon-
cile the claims of pragmatism and humanism, which reject
absolutism, with those of realism which attacks the subjecti-
vistic trend. The contention of the idealist that reality is
spiritual has to be accepted, whether he is a monist or a
pluralist, or adopts a middle course, and the reality of the
physical world has also to be recognized ; this is satisfied by
regarding the Absolute as the All-Self immanent in all beings
^s their ultimate ground, and ethically transcendent as